CLASSICS
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Works of literature recognized for

 their superior qualities and which 

have lasting literary significance

Alcott, Louisa May



Little Women




Follow the hopes and dreams of four devoted sisters, from adolescence to adulthood, as they search for romance and find maturity in Civil-War era 19th century New England.

Bagnold, Enid
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National Velvet

Wishes are granted in this tale of a skinny girl and a mixed-breed horse who train, fight, and scheme to become winners.

Barrie, J.M.


Peter Pan

When a boy who refuses to grow up teaches Wendy and her younger brothers to fly, its’s off to magical Neverneverland for adventures with mermaids, Indians, and wicked Captain Hook and his pirate crew.


Bradbury, Ray


The Martian Chronicles

Leaving behind a world on the brink of destruction, man came to Mars seeking a new beginning. 




 

Buck, Pearl


The Good Earth

When a humble Chinese farmer becomes a wealthy landowner, flood, drought, and revolution challenge his ambition.







Carroll, Lewis
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Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

Intrigued and determined to learn more about the white rabbit pulling a watch out of his waistcoat, Alice’s adventures begin as she follows the rabbit down a hole to a world where animals talk and things aren’t logical.

Clemens, Samuel (Mark Twain)






A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court

Knocked unconscious by a crowbar at a Connecticut factory, Hank Morgan is transported to 528 AD, where he modernizes King Arthur’s kingdom by organizing a school system, constructing telephone lines, and inventing the printing press.

The Prince and the Pauper

Mistaken identity! Subterfuge! Plots and counterplots! Two boys, one born to royalty and power; the other, to filth and hunger, decide to change places one day – just for fun. But when their king dies, they desperately need to convince others of their prank and their real identities.

Dickens, Charles


Oliver Twist

When an orphan raised in a workhouse runs away to London, he need to muster all his resolve to escape the thieves who capture him.


Dodge, Mary Maples


Hans Brinker and the Silver Skates[image: image4.wmf]
In a wonderland of frozen frozen canals and glistening ice roads, the race to win the magnificent Silver Skates is about to begin. Hans and Gretel Brinker are determined, but will their wooden skates be a match for the steel blades of the rich kids?



Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan


The Hound of the Baskervilles

Sherlock Holmes investigates the mysterious death of Sir Charles Baskerville, seemingly caused by a ghostly hell-hound with eyes of fire that haunts the moor.

Gilbreth, Frank


Cheaper by the Dozen






Back in the days when the “horseless carriage” was a novelty, there were twelve red-headed Gilbreth children living in a great big house with all kinds of pets. This is their true story.

Grahame, Kenneth


The Wind in the Willows

Enjoy the fantastical and comical adventures of life on a river bank with Mole, Badger, Ratty, and the mischevous Mr. Toad.





Heyerdahl, Thor



Kon-Tiki


Intrigued by Polynesian folklore, biologist Thor Heyerdahl suspected that the South Sea islands had been settled by an ancient race and sets sail on a small raft four thousand miles across the Pacific Ocean, from Peru to the Polynesian Islands. A true adventure!

Kipling, Rudyard


Captains Courageous
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When a spoiled, rich boy is picked up by a fishing boat, the captain is unimpressed with his tales of wealth and privilege and puts him to work to earn his keep.





Llewellyn, Richard


How Green Was My Valley


Comedy, tragedy, love, excitement, fighting, heroism – all these elements play into the heartwarming story of a family from a small Welsh mining town.




London, Jack




White Fang

A young cub – half wolf, half dog – is born into the Arctic wilderness and is eventually brought into human society. 

MacLean, Alistair


Guns of Navarone
During World War II, a small group of commandos - five men, each one a specialist in dealing death - sneaks into a German-held Greek island to destroy a gun battery which guards a strategic strait. 

McCullers, Carson

The Member of the Wedding


Seeking both escape and a sense of belonging, a young girl takes her role as “member of the wedding” to mean that she will join her brother and his new wife in their new life together, a belief that prompts her to take some very strange measures. 




Mitchell, Margaret


Gone With the Wind


A headstrong Southern belle survives the hardships of the Civil War and manages to establish  a successful business by capitalizing on the struggle to rebuild the South.


Montgomery, L. W.


Anne of Green Gables


The Cuthberts had decided to adopt sturdy boy to help with farm chores, but the orphanage sent a girl instead – a mischievous, talkative redhead: Anne.  This is the first novel in a heartwarming series about a spirited girl.





Orwell, George


Nineteen Eighty-Four


Winston Smith is watched everywhere he goes in a world where the government controls everything. Orwell’s novel is a frightening vision of how society could evolve into a system of complete totalitarianism.

Schaefer, Jack

Shane

In 1889, a mysterious and charismatic man rides into a small Wyoming valley, where he joins homesteaders to take a stand against a bullying cattle rancher and where he changes the lives of a young boy and his parents.


Swell, Anna


Black Beauty


An autobiography of a horse? Yes, Black Beauty tells his story from early colthood to enduring the bitterness of cruel handlers and indifferent masters as he passes from hand to hand, moving from the country to London and back again.

Smith, Betty


A Tree Grows in Brooklyn

Francie learns early the meaning of hunger and the value of a penny in the slums of Brooklyn during the early part of the twentieth century.

Stevenson, Robert[image: image6.wmf]

Treasure Island


A secret treasure map becomes the key to heart-pounding thrills, danger, and swashbuckling action as a boy faces the high seas and the grandest pirate of all in the adventure of a lifetime, replete with shipwrecks, smugglers, mutiny, menacing pirates, and, of course, the hunt for buried treasure.

Tolkien, J. R. R.


The Hobbit

Bilbo Baggins, a respectable well-to-do hobbit, lives comfortably in his hobbit hole until the day the wandering wizard Gandalf chooses him to accompany the dwarves on a quest to retrieve their lost gold. This novel is an essential prelude to Tolkien’s epic The Lord of the Rings.

Vern, Jules


Around the World in Eighty Days


In 1872 Phileas Fogg wins a bet by traveling around the world in seventy-nine days, twenty-three hours, and fifty-seven minutes.  




Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea[image: image7.wmf]
An American ship, tracking down a ship-sinking monster, faces not a living creature but an incredible invention – a fantastic submarine commanded by the mysterious Captain Nemo.

Washington, Booker T.


Up from Slavery







A former slave’s life autobiography emphasizes his belief that “success is to be measured no so much by the position that one has reached in his life as by the obstacles which he has overcome while trying to succeed.”

Wells, H. G.


The Invisible Man


When a scientist finds a way to turn skin, flesh, blood and bones invisible and tries the formula on himself, he is able to spy, steal, and menace anyone. His newfound power is diminished, however, by two 
problems: his inability to become visible again and his murderous tendencies.

White, T. H.


The Once and Future King





In this magical epic of King Arthur and his shining Camelot, of Merlin the Owl and Guinevere, beasts talk and men fly.


The Sword in the Stone



Against the backdrop of magnificent pageantry and dark magic of medieval England, White chronicles the education and training of young King Arthur, who was to become the greatest of Britain’s legendary rulers.
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