Global Studies
Ancient Egypt
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Fiction
Bunting, Eve     I am the Mummy Heb-Nefert
The beautiful Heb-Nefert reflects on her life of leisure on the banks of the Nile long ago, as now she lies, a mummy in a glass case, for museum visitors to marvel at.

Carter, Dorothy Sharp     His Majesty, Queen Hatshepsut

The early death of her husband leaves a fourteen-year old girl both a widow and a queen who names herself Pharoh and rules as the King of Upper and Lower Egypt for more than twenty years. 

Curry, Jane Louise     The Egyptian Box
Tee uses the internet to decode ancient hieroglyphics on a box that she has inherited, only to let loose an Egyptian servant who tries to take over her life. Can Tee get her back in the box before it’s too late?

Gregory, Kristiana     The Royal Diaries; Cleopatra VII, Daughter of the Nile
Twelve-year-old Cleopatra fears for her own life after her father goes into hiding after attempts to kill him fail. Is she next?

Platt, Richard     Egyptian Diary: the Journal of Nakht
Step back more than 3,000 years in time and learn all about ancient Egypt through the eyes of a nine-year-old who helps to catch a tomb robber  and actually gets to meet the king!
Non-fiction

Was there really a mummy’s curse that said that anyone who disturbed the resting place of the ancient Egyptians would be haunted forever? Read Curse of the Pharaohs by Zahi Hawass.
Is it true that it took 4,000 people twenty years to build a pyramid? Read You Wouldn’t Want to be a Pyramid Builder! A hazardous Job You’d Rather Not Have! by Jacqueline Morley.
Why did the Egyptians mummify cats as well as humans? Read Cat Mummies by Kelly Trumble.
Meet the mummies and many other subjects on Ancient  Egypt at the 932 call number!

Ancient Greece
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The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan
Percy Jackson realizes something is different about his life when his math teacher turns into a bat and tries to slice him into ribbons on a school museum trip. He learns that he’s being blamed for stealing Zeus’s lightning bolt, and he has just ten days to find and return the stolen property and bring peace to a warring Mount Olympus.
The Sea of Monsters by Rick Riordan

Percy finds himself on another mythological quest when he sets out to save his best friend imprisoned on an island somewhere in the Sea of Monsters (also known as the Bermuda Triangle). 
Read all about the classic Greek myths at the 292.13 call number. 

Nonfiction

The Binkertons use the Good Times Travel Agency to visit Ancient Greece, arriving, unfortunately, in the middle of a battle! Read more about their visit in this comic-book format  Adventures in Ancient Greece by Linda Bailey.

Learn all about Greece from the locals with tips like:“Hold the Ketchup, Hold the Mayo,” and “Take Two Bowls of Gruel and Call Me in the Morning” in Your Travel Guide to Ancient Greece by Nancy Day.

Do you have short hair? In Ancient Greece, it’s one of the signs of being a slave. Are you making something with wool? You’ll have to wash out the twigs, dung, and live insects. Are you working in a mine? Keep your clothes on – they’ll stop poisonous chemicals from seeping into your skin. Read other aspects of slave life in You Wouldn’t Want to Be a Slave in Ancient Greece, a Life You’d Rather Not Have by Fiona Macdonald.

Greet the Greeks by reading books in the 938 call number.

Ancient Rome
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Fiction

Lawrence, Caroline     The Secrets of Vesuvius (The Roman Mysteries)
Four friends travel to Pompei to solve a riddle which may lead them to a great treasure. Unfortunately, one of the worst natural disasters of all time is about to happen: the volcanic eruption of Mount Vesuvius, which will bury the city with lava and ash for all time. Can they escape? 

Lawrence, Caroline   The Thieves of Ostia  (The Roman Mysteries)

Friends search for someone who is killing dogs, narrowly escape being kidnapped by a slave dealer, and uncover a series of burglaries. 

Moss, Marissa     Galen, My Life in Imperial Rome

Twelve-year-old Galen keeps a journal that describes his life as a slave in Rome.
Nonfiction
Read all about the “hot” news of Roman history in 32 pages of entertaining headlines: “Double Trouble with Romulus and Remus,” “Rome Not Built in a Day,” and “Know Your Barbarian” in The Roman Record by Paul Dowswel.
When do you NOT want to hear the words: “Habet, hoc habet!” (Got him, let him have it!)?  When you’re a Roman gladiator, of course.Read all about the ins and outs of the trade in You Wouldn’t Want to Be a Roman Gladiator! Gory Things You’d Rather Not Know by John Malam.
Got a snake bite? Rub half a mouse on the affected area. Invited to a Roman feast? Bring your own napkin; it’s rude to show up without one. Did you write an insulting song about someone? Be careful, it’s legal to club you to death. Read about other aspects of Roman life in Your Travel  Guide to Ancient Rome by Rita J. Markel

Read  why “Romans Rule” by looking through the books with a 937 call number.
Middle Ages
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Avi     Crispin, the Cross of Lead
Accused of a crime he didn’t commit, a young boy finds himself labeled a “wolf’s head,” which means he may be killed on sight by anyone. 

Sequel: Crispin : at the Edge of the World
Branded as traitors, Crispin and his guardian, Bear, flee to a coastal town in fourteenth-century England, where they befriend a disfigured girl and try to survive. 
Cushman, Karen     Catherine Called Birdy

A young girl decides she does NOT wish to marry and sabotages every suitor who comes to her door (including locking one in the outhouse). 
Cushman, Karen     Matilda Bone
Fourteen-year-old Matilda, an apprentice bonesetter and practitioner of medicine in a village in medieval England, tries to adjust to the more practical aspects of her trade as she learns to treat patients. 
Cushman, Karen     The Midwife’s Apprentice
A funny, wise, and compassionate story of a sharp-tempered midwife who decides to train a nameless, homeless girl.
DeAngeli, Marguerite     The Door in the Wall
The adventurous story of Robin, crippled son of a great lord, who must prove his courage and win the king’s recognition – set against the background of the great city of London, where the deadly plague is raging. 

Ellis, Deborah     A Company of Fools
Two friends, students in an abbey, hatch the idea of singing to cheer the populace during the time of the Black Death.
Grant, K.M.     Blood Red Horse
A story of loyalty, honor, two brothers, a fair maiden, and a beloved red horse. Gavin and William travel on a Crusade with King Richard the Lionheart and learn about the futility of war. 
Sequel  Green Jasper
Gavin and William return from the Crusades to find their king is missing, their country is in turmoil, and they themselves are in mortal danger.
Greer, Gary, and Bob Ruddick     Max and Me and the Time Machine
Steve’s time machine actually works! He and his friend Robert are transported back to 13th century England and find themselves in a battle to the death. Can 20th century skills save him them? 

Morris, Gerald     Parsifal’s Page
Piers becomes a page to escape his father’s blacksmith shop and throws in his lot with a knight who shows him that being a knight has nothing to do with shining armor and winning jousts. 

Yolen, Jane      Sword of the Rightful King
Merlinnus magically places a sword into a slab of rock and lets it be known that whosoever removes the blade will rule all of England. Unfortunately, someone besides the newly crowned King Arthur gets to the rock first….  
Trying to stay healthy in the Middle Ages? Use ointments made from flowers for headaches and rub mint for dog bites, but make sure you stay out of the hospital! Often two or three sick people share the same bed…find out more about this subject in Medieval Medicine and the Plague by Lynne Elliott.
Thinking of remodeling your home? At least you don’t have to deal with smoke from an open fire, a floor made of beaten, damp earth, or wooden shutters that cover your drafty windows instead of glass.  Read How Would You Survive in The Middle Ages? by Fiona Macdonald.
Going into battle? Beware of bogs, prepare for pits (large holes disguised with leaves or grass, and be careful of caltrops (iron spikes scattered on the ground that dig into horses’ hooves), and most important of all: DON’T FALL OFF YOUR HORSE! Learn more about battle by reading You Wouldn’t Want to be a Medieval Knight: Armor You’d Rather Not Wear by Fiona Macdonald.
Mesh with the Middle Ages by looking through books found at the 940.1 call number.
World War I
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Meyer, Carolyn     Anastasia, the last Grand Duchess
Young Anastasia describes her privileged life as the youngest daughter of the last Czar of Russia in diary form, up until the tragic deaths of her entire family at the hands of the Bolsheviks.
Foreman, Michael     War Game
The battle on the Western Front in France stops briefly on Christmas Eve as British and German soldiers wish each other a Merry Christmas and play a wild game of soccer instead of shooting each other. 

Rostkowski, Margaret I.     After the Dancing Days
A friendship with a badly disfigured soldier in the aftermath of WWI leads thirteen-year-old Annie to think differently about the word “hero.”
Schur, Maxine Rose     Sacred Shadows
Lena’s German hometown becomes part of Poland after WWI and struggles with the anti-German hatred that seems to be growing around her.

World War II

[image: image6.wmf]
Innocenti, Roberto     Rose Blanche
A picture book tells the story of a young German schoolgirl who discovers a concentration camp in the woods when she follows soldiers after they arrest a boy.  She puts herself at risk when she secretly brings him and other children food.
Lowry, Lois     Number the Stars
When the Germans occupy Denmark in 1943, ten-year-old Annemarie learns how to be brave as she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis.

Park, Linda Sue     When My Name was Keoko 
A brother and sister have to give up everything about their Korean culture – including their names – when Japan occupies their country during WWII.
Taylor, Theodore     The Cay
When the freighter on which they are traveling is torpedoed and sunk, young Phillip is blinded by a blow to the head and is dependent upon an elderly black man from the West Indies as they make their way to a desert island.
Yolen, Jane     The Devil’s Arithmetic  
While spending Passover at her elderly grandfather’s apartment, Hannah opens the door to symbolically welcome the prophet Elijah and unexpectedly finds herself transported in time back to a Polish village in the 1940s  about to be overtaken by Nazi soldiers. 
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Multicultural
Barrett, Tracy     Anna of Byzantium

In the eleventh century the teenage princess Anna fights for the throne of the Byzantine Empire, which she fears will be taken from her by her younger brother John. 

Clinton, Cathryn     A Stone in My Hand
A  young Palestinian girl  and her family are personally touched by the violence in Gaza between Jews and Palestinians when first her father disappears and then her older brother is drawn to a radical group. 

Crew, Linda     Children of the River
Sundara struggles to fit into American life and still honor Cambodian traditions after she and her family flee her homeland and travel to Oregon. 

Ellis, Deborah     The Breadwinner 

Parvana, a young Afghan girl, finds that she has to shoulder responsibility for her family when her father is taken away and her mother falls ill. This story is set against the backdrop of the extreme rules of the Taliban in Afghanistan,  where women were not allowed to leave their homes without a male escort or go outside unless every part of their body was covered, including their faces. 
Sequels: Parvana’s Journey and Mud City

Ellis, Deborah     The Heaven Shop
Binti is one of many children orphaned by the AIDS epidemic in Africa. She and her siblings have to scrape to survive and to not give up hope when they are separated and sent to relatives who can barely tolerate their presence. 

Heneghan, James     Torn Away
A thirteen-year-old boy named Declan has been torn away from Ireland and sent to live with relatives in Canada. He’s smart, strong, self-sufficient – and a terrorist.  Can he give up a life of violence and his desire for revenge against the British who killed his family?
Naidoo, Beverly     The Other Side of Truth

Smuggled out of Nigeria after their mother’s murder, Sade and her brother are abandoned and left to fend for themselves when their uncle fails to meet them at the airport.
Park, Linda Sue     A Single Shard
Set in twelfth-century Korea, a young boy finds a life of his own when he accidentally breaks a valuable piece of pottery and must work for the master to replace it. 

Ryan, Pan Munoz     Esperanza Rising
Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of wealth and privilege in Mexico to go work in the labor camps of Southern California on the eve of the Great Depression. 

Staples, Suzanne-Fisher     Shabanu, Daughter of the Wind
Shabanu must accept the will of her parents when they arrange for her to marry a man of their choice.

Sequel: Haveli
Staples, Suzanne-Fisher     Under the Persimmon Tree
An American teacher living in Pakistan meets a young Afghan refugee who is trying not to give up hope as she flees from the Afghan war and tries to find her family.

Whelan, Goria     Chu Ju’s House     

One girl too many… The Chinese law states that a family may only have two children; tradition says every family should have a boy. When a baby girl is born to Chu Ju’s family, she knows she has to leave so that her baby sister can remain in the family.
Whelan, Gloria     Homeless Bird
Thirteen-year-old Koly must follow Indian tradition and marry into a family she barely knows. 
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