HISTORY THROUGH DIFFERENT LENSES:

Reading Suggestions for Eighth Grade Language Arts and Social Studies

Westward Expansion
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Conrad, Pam

Prairie Songs
Louisa watches as her new neighbor, a doctor’s wife from New York, slowly succumbs to madness on the lonely, isolated Nebraska plain. 

Cushman, Karen 
The Ballad of Lucy Whipple
Lucy Whipple vows to be miserable when her mother moves the family from Massachusetts to a rough California mining town in 1849.

Cushman, Karen
Rodzina
A girl named Rodzina is placed twice with families on her way west on the Orphan Train – once with a man who wants a wife for the mother of his thirteen children. Where will she end up, and how can she maintain her self reliance?

Ferber, Edna

Cimarron                                                                                                                                   Sabra has to make a new life for herself when her unpredictable and flamboyant husband disappears during the days of the land rush of 1889 in Oklahoma.

Mazzio, Joann

Leaving Eldorado
Maude’s gold-mad father abandons her in the small New Mexico Territory mining town of Eldorado, forcing her to survive on her own.
Immigration and Industrialization
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Auch, Mary Jane
Ashes of Roses
Sixteen-year-old immigrant Rose Nolan fends for herself by finding employment working at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory, not knowing that she will soon have to fight for her life when fire breaks out in the building and traps the workers. 

Hesse, Karen

Letters from Rifka                                                                                                                            A young Jewish girl endures humiliating examinations by doctors, deadly typhus, storms at sea, and detainment on Ellis Island in her flight from Russia to the United States in 1919. 

Larson, Kirby

Hattie Big Sky
Hattie inherits a homesteading claim in Montana in 1917 – and finds she has to “prove up” in order to keep it: fence part of the property, plant a successful crop, and live there. Set against the anti-German sentiment of WWI, causing Hattie to realize that “proving up” applies to life as well as farming. Newbery Honor book for 2007.

Nixon, Joan Lowery
Land of Dreams
A Swedish immigrant in rural Minnesota learns the importance of community support when fire strikes her home.

Nixon, Joan Lowery
Land of Hope
Rebekah and her family flee to New York City to escape persecution in Russia in the early 1900s.

Nixon, Joan Lowery
Land of Promise
Rosie immigrates to the United States from Ireland in the early 1900s.

Perez, N.A.

Breaker
Young Pat McFarlane is forced to work in the Pennsylvania coal mines and finds himself caught up in the great coal miners strike of 1902.

Roy, Jennifer

Yellow Star
Out of a quarter of a million people who entered a Polish ghetto in 1939, eight hundred survived to see the end of WWII. Of those who survived, only twelve were children: this is the story of one of the twelve. 

Smith, Betty

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
Francie Nolan, penny candy connoisseur, grows up in a poor section of Brooklyn during the early 1900s.

Yep, Laurence

Dragon’s  Gate
A Chinese boy joins other Chinese people working to build a tunnel for the transcontinental railroad through the Sierra Nevada mountains in 1867.

NON-FICTION

Bode, Janet
New Kids on the Block: Oral Histories of Immigrant Teens
Teen immigrants who have escaped war, poverty, and repression tell their stories of life in a new land.

Coan, Peter Morton
Ellis Island: Interviews in Their Own Words
Courage resonates from these firsthand accounts of the last surviving original immigrants who entered Ellis Island’s mythical Golden Door.

Freedman, Russell
Immigrant Kids

Photographs and accounts tell the stories of immigrant children who sold newspapers, delivered goods, hauled firewood, labored in sweatshops - and still found time to be children. 

Levine, Ellen
If Your Name Was Changed at Ellis Island

Simple questions and answers detail the great migration of immigrants to New York’s Ellis Island.

Reeves, Pamela 
Ellis Island: Gateway to the American Dream
Photographs and personal accounts explore the unique role that Ellis Island played from the years 1892 to 1954 and describe its reconstruction and current status as a national monument.

Sandler, Martin W. 
Immigrants

Over 100 photographs and illustrations describe the journeys, struggles, and triumphs of immigrants who left their homeland to travel to America.

Reform Era
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Duffy, James

Radical Red
Connor O’Shea and her mother become inspired as they ally themselves  with Susan B. Anthony and the suffragist movement. 

World War I
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Kinsey-Warnock, Natalie
The Night The Bells Rang
During the last year of World War I, a Vermont farm boy watches a high school bully who has bothered him go off to war.

Remarque, Erich Maria

All Quiet on the Western Front
A classic novel of war told from the perspective of a young German soldier in the trenches of World War I documents devastation and human tragedy.

Rostkowski, Margaret I.
After the Dancing Days
Annie meets a badly disfigured soldier in a hospital who forces her to rethink her traditional idea of patriotism.

NONFICTION

Cooper, Michael, L.
Hell Fighters

The 369th Regiment, known as the Hell Fighters, was one of the few black regiments of the U.S. Army to see action in World War I. 

Preston, Diana

Remember the Lusitania!

Maps, news articles, interviews, and photos recount the real life tragedy of the sinking of the Lusitania by a German U-boat off the coast of Ireland prior to World War I.

Roaring Twenties
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Levine, Gail Carson
Dave at Night
Dave discovers the liveliness of the Harlem Renaissance when he escapes from the strictness of  the HHB – the Hebrew Home for Boys, also known as the “Hell Hole for Brats”.

Hesse, Karen

Witness

Citizens of a small Vermont town struggle with the Klu Klux Klan infiltrating their town in the early 1920’s. 

NONFICTION

Berry, S.L.
Langston Hughes
This biography of a jazz poet who chronicled life in the 1920s is enhanced with illustrations and his poetry.

Haskins, Jim
The Harlem Renaissance

A fascinating collection of historical  photographs and portraits helps brings alive the Harlem Renaissance.

Hill, Laban Carrick
Harlem Stomp!
The Harlem Renaissance is portrayed through poetry, prose, photographs, paintings, and historical documents is this beautifully illustrated book. 

Great Depression
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Curtis, Christopher Paul
Bud, Not Buddy
Ten-year-old Bud escapes from a bad foster home and sets out to find the name he believes to be his father – the renowned bandleader, H. E. Calloway. 

Hesse, Karen
Out of  the Dust
Billie Jo relates the tragedies and hardships of living on her family’s farm in Oklahoma during the dust bowl years of the Great Depression in a series of poems.

Peck, Richard
A Long Way From Chicago
Two city slickers tell entertaining tales about visiting their aunt in a sleepy Illinois town every summer during the 1930’s. 

Porter, Tracey

Treasures in the Dust
Annie and her friend Violet detail the hardships endured by their families when dust storms, drought, and the Great Depression hit their home in rural Oklahoma. 

Steinbeck, John
The Grapes of Wrath
This classic story set in the Great Depression pictures the dirt poor Joad family, pushed off their farm by drought and forced to head west to California to seek work. 

Taylor, Mildred
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
Facing a year of night riders and burnings, a black family tries to hold on to their land in the South during the Depression. 

Taylor, Mildred
Let the Circle Be Unbroken

In this second novel in the series, the Logan family watches as their friend is charged with murder and then tried by an all-white jury in 1935.

Taylor, Mildred
The Road to Memphis
In this third novel in the series, Cassie Logan, a young black woman in Mississippi, becomes caught up in a confrontation between blacks and whites – three days of turmoil that will change her life forever.

NONFICTION

McElvaine, Robert S., ed.
Down & Out In The Great Depression: Letters from the Forgotten Man

A collection of letters by the forgotten men, women, and children reveal the suffering experienced during one of the greatest periods of hardship in American history.

Meltzer, Milton

Driven from the Land: The Story of the Dust Bowl
The economic and environmental conditions that led to the Great Depression and the horrific dust storms that drove people from their homes westward during the 1930s are detailed.

Mulvey, Deb, ed.
We Had Everything But Money
Anecdotes, photographs, newspaper clippings, and even Depression-era restaurant menus and recipes show a generation of people who lived through tough times.

Stanley, Jerry
Children of the Dust Bowl: The True Story of the School at Weedpatch Camp
Migrant workers travel from the Dust Bowl to California and are forced to live in a federal labor camp and send their children to a special school on the premises.

Wormser, Richard
Hoboes: Wandering in America 1870-1940
The hobo culture, with its sign language, stories, slang, codes of law and honor, is explained.

World War II
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Bruchac, Joseph
Code Talker
An account of the Navajo soldiers known as “code talkers” who were used during WWII to send messages back and forth in an unbreakable code that used their native language.

Cormier, Robert
Tunes For Bears To Dance To

Henry befriends an elderly Holocaust survivor who is a woodcarver and is manipulated into betraying the old man. 

Keneally, Thomas
Schindler’s List
German war profiteer Oskar Schindler saved more Jews from the gas chambers than any other single person during World War II.

Matas, Carol
After the War

After being released from Buchenwald concentration camp at the end of World War II, a young girl risks her life to lead a group of children across Europe to Palestine.

Mazer, Harry
The Last Mission
Teenager Jack Rabb uses a false I.D. to get into the U.S. Air Force, only to be shot down behind enemy lines and taken prisoner.

Laird, Christina

Shadow of the Wall

A teenage boy is trapped with his sisters in the Warsaw ghetto during World War II.

Levitin, Sonia
Journey to America
A young Jewish girl tells of her family’s escape from Berlin in 1938.

Myers, Walter Dean
The Journal of Scott Pendleton Collins, a World War II Soldier

The famous D-Day invasion of Normandy is seen through the eyes of a young soldier from Virginia.

Taylor, Theodore
The Bomb
Sixteen-year-old Sorry Rinamu finds himself standing alone against the United  States government, who wants to use his island home as a site for atomic weapons tests.

Wulffson, Don

Soldier X
A young man must pretend to be someone else in order to survive a deadly battle behind enemy lines during WWII.

Yolen, Jane
The Devil’s Arithmetic
Hannah resents following the traditions of her Jewish heritage until time travel places her in the middle of a small Jewish village  about to be raided by Nazis during World War II.

NONFICTION

Aaseng, Nathan
Navajo Code Talkers

The Navajo Indians and the Navajo language played an important part in creating a special unbreakable code during World War II. 

Bradley, James
Flags of Our Fathers, Heroes of Iwo Jima

The true story behind one of the most famous photographs in American military history: the raising of the U.S. flag on Iwo Jima during WWII.

Fisch, Robert O.
Light From The Yellow Star: A Lesson of Love from the Holocaust
Experiences in a Nazi concentration camp are depicted through paintings and quotations.

Krull, Kathleen

V is for Victory
Over 150 photographs and stories capture the images of life in America during World War II.

Nelson, Pete
Left for Dead: A Young Man’s Search for Justice for the USS Indianapolis

A graphic account of the sinking of a U.S. battleship during WWII, and the subsequent navy cover-up and unfair court martial of the captain captures the attention of a young boy who then attempts to set the record straight fifty-five years later.

Rogasky, Barbara
Smoke and Ashes: The Story of the Holocaust
This account of Jewish life in Nazi Germany tries to explain how the Holocaust could have happened.

Tunnell, Michael, and George Chilcoat. 
The Children of Topaz: The Story of a Japanese-American Internment Camp
Based on a classroom diary, this is an account Japanese Americans ordered to leave their 

homes and move to war relocation centers after Japan attacked Pearl Harbor in 1941.

Wiesel, Elie
Night

The horrors of Auschwitz and Buchenwald concentration camps are revealed in this autobiographical account.

Korean and Vietnam War
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Michener, James A.
The Bridges At Toko-Ri

Young American fighter pilots get their first taste of the Korean War when assigned to destroy the Communist held bridges at Toko-Ri.
Myers, Walter Dean
Fallen Angels

Richie Perry enlists in the Army in order to get off the streets, but shortly after finds himself under fire as a foot soldier in Vietnam. 

Whelan,  Gloria
Goodbye, Vietnam
 Mai and her family take a dangerous sea voyage from Vietnam to Hong Kong to escape the brutal Vietnamese government.

White, Ellen Emerson
The Road Home
Rebecca, an Army nurse, returns home from Vietnam and realizes that she must now deal with the unspeakable realities that she faced during her tour of duty.

Nonfiction

Caputo, Philip   10,000 Days of Thunder: A History of the Vietnam War

The Vietnam War is shown through photographs, key campaigns, profiles, and personal accounts from the perspectives of both soldiers and civilians.  

Biographies

Ayer, Eleanor

Parallel Journeys: Helen Waterford and Alfons Heck
Alternating chapters contrast the wartime experiences of two Germans – one, a Jewish girl interned in a Nazi concentration camp, and the other a young man who becomes a member of the Hitler youth.

Bridges, Ruby

Through My Eyes

Ruby Bridges shares her experiences of facing staunch segregationists as she becomes the only black child in an all white school.

Christensen, Bonnie 

Woody Guthrie, Poet of the People
Powerful illustrations celebrate the life of Woody Guthrie, a man whose music reflected the spirit of the American people during the years of the Great Depression.

Cummings, Julie
Tomboy of the Air, Daredevil Pilot Blanche Stuart Scott   

An aviation pioneer faces physical dangers and public disapproval as she becomes the first woman to fly a plane in America.

Denenberg, Barry
Am American Hero: The True Story of Charles A. Lindbergh
A look at some of the myths surrounding Charles Lindberg challenges the reader to decide what it really means to be an American hero.

Freedman, Russell
Eleanor Roosevelt:  A Life of Discovery

The accomplishments and personal qualities of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt are captured in this photobiography.

Kraft, Betsy Harvey
Theodore Roosevelt, Champion of the American Spirit
Journals, letters, photos, cartoons, and memoirs paint a picture of the twenty-sixty President of the United States who once exclaimed, “No one has ever enjoyed life more than I have.”
Landau, Elaine
Heroine of the Titanic
The actual “unsinkable Molly Brown” captured the world’s attention when she displayed courage and compassion during the sinking of the Titanic.

Lawlor, Laurie

Helen Keller, Rebellious Spirit
A high-spirited and defiant girl overcomes almost insurmountable obstacles in order to survive and maintain her own identity in this new biography of Helen Keller.

Lobel, Anita
No Pretty Pictures: A Child of War
An illustrator of children’s books describes her experiences as a Polish Jew during World War II and her years afterward in Sweden.

Nuwer, Hank
The Legend of Jesse Owens
Jesse Owens’ victories in the 1936 Berlin Olympics deflated German chancellor Adolf Hitler. 

O’Connor, Barbara
The Soldiers’ Voice: The Story of Ernie Pyle
Journalist Ernie Pyle’s friendly, down home writing style eloquently captured the soldiers’ voices of World War II.

O’Grady, Scott and Michael French
Basher Five-Two

Captain Scott O’Grady survived in enemy territory during the Bosnian war after his plane was shot down and he parachuted five miles to the ground.

Partridge, Elizabeth
Restless Spirit: The Life and Work of Dorothea Lange

Dorothea Lange’s  photographs of migrant workers, Japanese American internees, and rural poverty helped initiate important social reforms.

Perl, Lila and Marion Blumenthal Lazan
Four Perfect Pebbles: A Holocaust Story
A  family is forced to endure refugee, transit, prison, and concentration camps in its effort to survive Nazi Germany.

Rubin, Susan Goldman
Margaret Bourke-White: Her Pictures Were Her Life
A legendary photojournalist who dined with dictators and flew on bombing missions recorded landmark events of the twentieth century.

Civil Rights/Social Issues of the 50s, 60s, 70s, 80s

Crowe, Chris
Misissippi Trial, 1955
A brutal murder rocks a sleepy southern community when a black teenager from Chicago visiting relatives is murdered by vigilantes.

Gordon, Sheila

Waiting for the Rain
The theme of apartheid is enmeshed  in the lives of two South African friends- one black, one white.

Holman, Felice

Slake’s Limbo

Artemis Slake attempts to solve his problems by living in the New York City subway tunnels, never again – he believes- to emerge.

Myers, Walter Dean

The Glory Field

A black family’s history, dreams, and realities are chronicled.
Ruby, Lois
Miriam’s Well
A teenager develops bone cancer, but her family’s religious background prohibits conventional medical treatment.

Sebestyen, Ouida
Words by Heart
A young black girl tries to fulfill her father’s dream of a better future in a small town where, in 1910, they are the only blacks. 

Yolen, Jane, and Bruce Coville

Armageddon Summer

Marina and Jed accompany their parents’ religious cult, the Believers, to await the end of the world atop a remote mountain, where they try to decide what they themselves believe.

NONFICTION
Bausum, Ann     Freedom Riders
Two freedom riders barely escape with their lives when they face a mob armed with chains, bats, and hammers in Montgomery, Alabama in 1961.

Crowe, Chris
Getting Away With Murder; The True Story of the Emmett Till Case
This famous case of a black teen murdered in a small town in Mississippi by vigilantes spotlighted the “Jim Crow” ways of the South and eventually changed race relations in America. 

Freedman, Russell 
Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
Rosa Parks was only one part of the story of the end of the segregation on buses – one of many who demanded their rights and forced society to change by walking instead of riding the buses. 
Haskins, Jim
Freedom Rides: Journey for Justice

The civil rights movement is brought to life through the descriptions of beatings, ordeals in prison, and the freedom riders’ bitter struggle to integrate buses and trains as part of the civil rights movement. 

King, Casey, and Linda Barrett  Osborne
Oh, Freedom!

Young people interview civil rights leaders and the people who took part in the civil rights movement. 

Reed, Gregory J. 
Dear Mrs. Parks: A Dialogue With Today’s Youth
Letters exchanged between Rosa Parks and children answer their questions and encourage young people to reach their highest potential.

King, Martin Luther, Jr. 
I Have A Dream: Writings and Speeches That Changed The World
King’s most important speeches and writings are arranged by theme and time. 
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